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From the World to Rural Ohio with Flair
CEDARVILLE, OHIO -- International students are a common sight on most American university
campuses. At Cedarville University, the diverse student body represented by students from
across the globe carries divine significance.
Since 2007, Cedarville has seen record enrollment numbers, with an increase of 165 students
from last year alone. A small, but incredibly vital piece of the student community is made up of
international students, TCKs (third culture kids) and MKs (missionary kids), and their numbers
continue to grow.
On February 12, the second annual MISO Embassy Gala will be held at Cedarville University in
the Center for Biblical and Theological Studies, celebrating the unique cultures of Cedarville
students from around the world.
The multicultural international student org, or MISO, will be hosting this event. This org seeks to
celebrate students on campus of different cultures and heritages, and to highlight Psalm 86:9:
“All the nations you have made will come and worship before you, Lord; they will bring glory to
your name.”
The Embassy Gala is meant to honor international students and their unique backgrounds. “It’s
an amazing celebration of culture that lets these students have fun and share the joy of what it
is to be their nationality, their culture, the beauty of how God has created them,” said Brenda
Reid, director of international student services and student advisor for MISO.
Reid and her students were inspired by the glamorous galas that they had seen at embassies in
Washington, D.C. For the Cedarville event, students will dress up in formal attire or traditional
clothing for their country, taste food from different countries, listen to music from around the
world and be formally introduced as ambassadors from their countries. It gives international, MK
and TCK students a chance to represent their backgrounds and gives others a glimpse into a
different way of life from their own.
Reid’s main goal for the gala is for students to feel celebrated. “What I look forward to most is
seeing the joy on the students’ faces when they realize this is for them,” she said. “They are
celebrated, not just one of a crowd. Their individuality is seen as a thing of beauty, and it brings
value to them.”
Cedarville seeks to welcome international students with open arms, and “provide a glimpse of
heaven, include the diverse people of God using varied gifts for God’s glory, and demonstrate
genuine equality, unity and love for all,” according to the university kingdom diversity statement.

The goal is not for students to simply come, take classes and leave, but to experience the
community of those who believe in Jesus Christ from around the world. “I think we’ve done a
really good job of providing complete support in every way that will ensure they receive an
education, but it’s more than that,” said Reid. “We want them to thrive.”
Located in southwest Ohio, Cedarville University is an accredited, Christ-centered, Baptist
institution with an enrollment of 4,193 undergraduate, graduate and online students in more
than 150 areas of study. Founded in 1887, Cedarville is recognized nationally for its authentic
Christian community, rigorous academic programs, strong graduation and retention rates,
accredited professional and health science offerings and high student engagement ranking. For
more information about the University, visit www.cedarville.edu.
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